Treatment of hypertension in patients undergoing coronary artery by-pass grafting.
Hypertension occurs in up to 80% of patients scheduled to coronary artery by-pass grafting (CABG). In hemodynamically stable patients all anti-hypertensive drugs should be continued till a day of surgery. For vast majority of patients there is no need to use blood pressure lowering agents during CABG, however it is necessary to maintain blood pressure level and avoid extreme blood pressure variations. Upon CABG hypotensive therapy should be modified to the needs of the individual patient and should be monitored individually. Treatment of hypertension ought to be started with caution with lowest possible dosage. Aggressive therapy is strongly discouraged to avoid hemodynamic collapse. Beta-blockers should be administered to all CABG patients unless contraindicated.